eA. 
te 


a4 re ‘ 
ten. 
F : 


< 
git. eet, 24 


° 

eee eee et etal at etet states eese 

eete tet ataetetet ete etets? 

Sete. 
> * 


4 
+> 
¢ #5. 
<2 25> 
‘J » 
° . 
J > 'e*, 


P) oO eee tee ee late etetetets® 
SSaoetes Sereteteececesatetssesetetesetessteses $e 
° ; 


___9 Edlitecd 


. 
7° 
S . 


sete 
* .* 
eeecece cece c eres Mibcctccceleteleletetstetetetetctet ses s4 ss. 
PEP he fb bt be bebe bt bt Se RSE PEEP Pere ee 
. * * welecetetetesecet reece rece eceleleges estate ent etessesaneses 
ote? 


‘eee 
LAA * 
seeee% 


eeeteces 


eeeeeeee® 
Teeaeeeeee 


"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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Unbelief and 
Its Fruit 


BY DR. WILL H. HOUGHTON 
President, Moody Bible Institute 


(An editorial in Moody Monthly.) 


Scanning an old theological jour- 
nal (published in 1892) we ran 
across this thought-provoking par- 
agraph: : 

“Germany still leads in theo- 
logical activity, and theology 
still holds the most prominent 
place in that country’s litera- 
ture. Out of 18,875 books pub- 
lished in Germany last year, 

1,763 were classified as ileo- 

logical— a large proportion. 

The next division, that of ‘lit- 

erature,’ fell short of this num- 

ber by only thirty-two books.” 


How strange to read this in a day 
when that same Germany is tramp- 
ing into the dust the people of. its 
neighbor nations. Every plane and 
tank and bomb seems to challenge 
this old paragraph. If Germany 
was so much interested in theology 
away back there, why has not that 
interest produced something better 
than the war machine of the pres- 
ent? 

History has its clear answer to 
this question: -The-closing years of 
the nineteenth century brought to 
full flower in Germany the whole 
destructive system of biblical in- 
vestigation known as higher criti- 
cism. This intellectually proud un- 
belief had its origin in the German 
universities. Later it reached Eng- 
land arid still later found its ex- 
pression in the faith - destroying 
modernism of America. 


If anyone questions this deterior- 
atien he has only to see it as it 
was viewed by the great German 
philosopher Eucken, who in 1911 
wrote: 


‘Figures prove conclusively 
that the interest in church 
services and observances is 
constantly decreasing, and that 
the faithful are rapidly becom- 
ing a minority. In our great 
cities —-in Germany at least 
— every attack or even asper- 
sion on Christianity meets with 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


For Soldiers 
And Sailors 


BY THE EDITOR 


All over America an effort is be- 
ing made to raise millions of dol- 
lars for recreation houses for the 
soldiers in army camps. Church 
women are enlisted to get Christian 
girls to sign up to dance with the 
soldiers! I am sure that soldier 
boys are worthy of good recreation 
and I hope they have it. However, 
there is great concern among sound 
Christians everywhere over the pro- 
posal to sell beer and to have danc- 
es under the sponsorship of these 
United Service Organizations. The 
modern dance is as licentious and 
lust-provoking for soldiers as any- 
body else. Illegitimate births dou- 
bled in one year in America during 
the last World War. And beer, ‘like 
wine, “is a mocker, and strong 
drink is raging, and whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise,”’ says 
the Scripture. Christians should 
have no part in the sale of beer. 
But we want to help the soldiers. 
The soldiers are especially asking 
for high-class reading matter. 

Why not send The Sword of the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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CONTEST 


28 Free Prizes: $8.50 Scofield Bi- 
ble; $3.00 Set of Editor's Books; 
Cruden's Big 618 Page Concor- 
dance, 25 Copies, "And God Re- 


membered ...‘" For Best Letters on 


Book, ''And God Remembered..." 


We printed 10,000 copies of the 
editor’s. book, “AND GOD RE- 
MEMBERED....’ and Other_Fa- 
vorite Sermons, Already approxi- 
mately 3,000 people have this love- 
ly cloth bound book of 128 pages 
with its.gold jacket and its spe- 
cially drawn illustrations. We want 
to sell in a few months the remain- 
ing 7,000 copies. Besides, we want 
thousands of others to read these 
sermons attentively. We believe it 
will honor the Lord to have every 


| member of every home possible to 


read the book afresh and write us 
what sermon each one liked best, 
and why. 


Therefore, we are offering free a 
beautiful $8.50 Scofield Reference 
Bible for the best 200 words on 
which. chapter of the hook, “AND 
GOD REMEMBEREZED....” you 
like. For the second best such lei- 
ter we offer a $3.00 set of the edi- 
tor’s books and larger pamphlets. 
The third: prize is the large Cru- 
den’s Corcordance, by which you 
can find nearly any verse. in the 
Bible, if you know one principal 
word of the verse. It is 7% x11 
inches in size, has 618 pages, sells 
regularly for $2.00. Then for the 
next best twenty-five letters we will 
give to each writer a free copy of 
the book “AND GOD REMEM- 
BERED....” It can be mailed to 
yourself or as a gift to anyone you 
designate. 

Write on any kind of paper, as 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


Banquet Tickets 


Now Ready =} 


Write today for tickets to the big 
banquet, Saturday night, Septem- 
ber 27 at College Church, Wheaton, 
celebrating the seventh year’s pub- 
lication of The Sword of the Lord. 

Letters have come from Earnest 
Chapman of Moody Bible Institute, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Curtis of Chi- 
cago, saying they expected to be 
present. Mr. Frank Sheriff of The 
Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee, and Mrs. Sheriff, expect to be 
present, they say, and others of the 
Christian Business men. Word 
comes-from a car load of people 
from Houston, Texas, expecting to 
come to the banquet if possible. We 
believe that a good many states 
will be represented, that the build- 
ing will be crowded to capacity. We 
must have tickets sold for reserva- 
tion made ahead of time because 
only 300 places at the banquet are 
available, and that we may ade- 
quately prepare. Send your dollar 
at once for tickets. Or you may 
write now asking us to reserve 
tickets’ for you, and we will save 
them until Wednesday; September 
24, if you can get the money to us 
by that time. 


The banquet will begin at 6:30 
p.m, The $1.00 ticket pays.not only 
for the banquet but for a splendid 
souvenir with pictures of the editor 
and The Sword of the Lord work- 
ers, report of the ‘work, etc. You. 
will want to keep the souvenir. 

Dr. Harry A. Ironside, pastor of 
the Moody Memorial Church in 
Chicago will be the principal speak- 
er, and other numbers on the pro- 
gram will be announced as soon as 
we receive the acceptances to our 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


Supremely, Deceitful, 
Desperately Wicked Hearts 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Preached on Christian Business Men’s Noonday Program, WUJJD, 
Grand Opera House, Chicago, Friday, September 5, 1941.) 


In this short time today, I will 
talk to you from Jeremiah 17:9. 
Hear the Word of God: 

“The heart is deceitful above 
all things and desperately 
wicked, who can know it? 


I wonder if you will say that 
verse with me. It is Jeremiah 17:9. 
“The heart is deceitful above 
all. things and desperately 
wicked, who can know it?” 


Now the Lord says here the heart. 
It doesn’t say some people’s heart, 
but the Scripture says the human 
heart is deceitful and wicked be- 
yond expression and who can know 
the wickedness of the human heart. 
The whole human heart, the heart 
of the human race, and God speaks 
of them all here — ‘The heart is 
deceitful above all things and des- 
perately wicked, who can know it? 


I am thinking right now about 
a man who thinks’ that he is a 
benefactor to the race, one who 
has rescued his«nation from bad 
government, has espoused the la- 
boring man, downed a foreign 
group who exploited his people, 
Saving them, he thinks, from pov- 
erty and trouble. This man declares 
he loves his people, he has promised 
them world-wide supremacy with 
peace. His name is Adolf Hitler, 
and he has murdered his millions, 
and is leading his nation and other 
nations of the world into horrible 


THE CONFLICT OF THE AGES 


By Dr. WILBUR M. SMITH 
Professor, Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, and Editor 
| - Peloubet’s Select Notes 


At the very threshold of the his- 
tory of our race, according to the 
Word of God, a creature appears, 
in the form of a serpent, who re- 
veals himself to be the archenemy 
of God and of man. Concerning him 
and the human race that should 


‘follow, God Himself announced a 


perpetual antagonism: “I will put 
enmity between thee and the wom- 
an, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 
3:15). This creature is known 
throughout the Bible, and through- 
out world literature, as the Devil, 
or Satan. His very titles indicate 
his incessantly vicious hatred of 
God, and of man made in God’s 
image. The word Satan itself, a 
Hebrew word, meaning adversary, 
is derived from a verb meaning to 
lie in wait. The Greek form, dia- 
bolos, means also adversary, or ac- 
cuser. Jesus actually identified the 
Devil, in His great parable of the 
sower, as “the enemy” (Matt. 13: 
39). Again and again in the scrip- 
tures he is called a liar, a deceiver, 
a lawless one, one going about 
seeking whom he may devour, This 
antagonism between Satan and 
God, unceasingly carried on, re- 


‘sults in what may be truly called, 


and has often been called by stu- 
dents of the Word of God, THE 


CONFLICT OF THE AGES. 
I would like this morning to 


speak of some of the most im- 


portant ways in which Satan has 


attempted, and continues to at- 
tempt, to thwart the purposes of 
God, to bring to nought His vast 
work, and to prevent the ultimate 
accomplishment of the designs that 
have been eternally determined by 
the Father and the Son. 


The first purpose of Satan, at 


least on earth, in relationship to the 
human race, was, I believe, the 
spoiling of God’s creation, especial- 
ly the masterpiece of God’s crea- 
tive work, man himself, whom God 
honored by making in His own im- 
age. We need not here go into the 
details regarding the steps by 
which our first parents were led 
into sin, it is sufficient to recognize 
that they were tempted by the 
archenemy of God, and in the hour 
of this temptation, they fell. Sa- 
tan’s hatred of God is shown here 
by his attempting to instill doubt 
regarding God’s clear commands 
in the heart of Eve, by denying the 
truthfulness of what God had said, 
by deceiving our first parents re- 
garding the goodness and holiness 
of God, and regarding the conse- 
quences that would follow from do- 
ing what he, Satan, undertook to 
persuade them to do. Our Lord 
speaks of Satan as “the prince of 
this world” (John 14:30) ; the Apos- 
tle Paul calls him “the god of this 
age” (II Cor. 4:4). It may be that 
Satan felt that man, made in God’s 
image, placed on earth to obey God, 
was an intruder in his domain. How 
Satan became the prince of this 


world, it is not our purpose here 
to inquire. Anyway, he was suc- 
cessful in his subtle approach to 


Eve. Both she and Adam deliber-. 


ately disobeyed God. The conse- 
quences were disastrous. The first 
word we have recorded that man 
spoke to God was a lie. Following 
this Adam practically blamed the 
whole disaster upon God Himself, 
and spoke as though the woman 
had become a curse in his life. The 
woman bears the curse of sorrow 
in childbirth. The man bears the 
curse of having to till the ground, 
which is now producing thorns and 
thistles, by the sweat of his brow. 
Both became immediately conscious 
of shame, both at once lost the 
sweetness of communion with God, 
and knew God now as one to be 
feared and fled from. The very bent 
of their life, by this dreadful act, 
was now away from God instead 
of toward God. Finally, they are 
driven from the garden of Eden, 
from all the beauty, the loveli- 
ness, and the abundance of God’s 
glorious provision, where peace and 
joy and communion had prevailed, 
all now lost through Satan’s dread- 
ful act. Since then, man has been 
a fallen creature.’ Dreadfully so! 


Theology or no theology, dogma 
or no dogma, creed or no creed, the 
history of every age, and every na- 
tion, testifies to the dreadful fact 
that man, apart from God, is a 
beast, a fallen creature, one whose 
heart is ever homesick for the par- 
adise which his first parents for- 
feited, and which by his own ef- 
forts he seems so pitifully incapa- 

_. (CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


ruin. He ordered the machine gun- 
ning of refugees, and the bombing 
of women and children, the blowing 
up of hospitals and a course of 
blasphemy, plunder, murder and 
oppression of the world. His heart 
is deceitful. 


I know a man who is a preacher, 
he thinks himself the greatest de- 
fender of the faith of the world to- 
day, and some times says so. I 
know this preacher, I say, who 
feels that he is the last to stand for 
orthodoxy and for the fundamentals 
of the faith and thinks that he is 
the greatest preacher in the world. 
Yet that man has not only killed, 
but he has lied and slandered and 
has done infinite harm, turning 
thousands away from the gospel. 
But he thinks, and some of his fol- 
lowers think likewise, he is the 
chief defender of the faith of the 
world today. “The heart is deceit- 
ful above all things and desperate- 
Iy wicked, who can know it?” 


I remember in my childhood a 
woman who was a good neighbor, 
who went to more homes where 
there was sickness, who washed 
more dishes and did more house- 
work for women who couldn’t do 


it for themselves, who was there™ 


at the birth of more babiés, and 
was there at.the death of more 
loved ones;.and who mourned with 
people in their grief more than any 
woman in the community. My, how 
kindly and neighborly she was. But 
it appears that she went with her 
own daughter into harlotry, and 
then was convicted of the murder 
of her own illegitimate grandchild. 
“The heart is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked, who 
can know it?” 


I am thinking now of a group 
of men that were the greatest 
church men of their day. I mean 
in purity of life, I mean for the 
way they loved the house of God, 
and the way they prayed and the 
way they tithed and gave of their 
means and their rigorous attention 
to the details of the law of God, 
their attendance upon the public 
services. But they hated and cru- | 
cified Jesus Christ. They ‘were the | 
Pharisees in the time of Christ. 
“The heart is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked, who 
can know it?” And the Saviour 
Himself said about them in Mat- 
thew 23, verses 24-28: “Ye blind 
guides, which strain at a gnat and 
swallow a camel. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye make clean the outside of 
the cup and of the platter (Oh, 
yes, the outside, but God is talking 
about the heart), but within they 
are full of extortion and excess. 
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first 


that which is within the cup and 


platter, that the outside of them 
may be clean also. Woe unto you, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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ble of recovering again. In this first 
opposition to God, as far as the 
human race is concerned, Satan 
was tragically successful. 

God’s relationship to man, how- 
ever, does not close with man’s 
turning from God and falling into 
sin. Were righteousness alone op- 
erating here, our first parents 
would have been immediately de- 
stroyed, for the penalty of all sin 
is death. But grace enters, and God 
now undertakes that vast and glo- 
rious work, by His grace alone, 
whereby He will save man from 
the power and the pollution of sin, 
a long process at a terrific cost, 
the most wonderful single force op- 
erating in the human race for the 
last six thousand years. If, then, 
we find at once, and all through 
the scriptures, the unceasing activi- 
ty of God working to redeem men, 
Wwe may expect to find, simultane- 
ously, the constant opposition of 
Satan to all those plans of God 
whereby He undertakes to bring to 
pass this salvation of which He 
is the Author, and in which alone 
man has hope. It has come to me 
during the last few days that this 
opposition of Satan is in four stag- 
es: two of them are entirely past; 
the third began centuries ago, and 
continues down through our pres- 
ent time; the fourth is, for the 
most part, still in the future. The 
first is confined to the Old Testa- 
ment; the second conflict appears 
fundamentally in the four Gospels; 
the third is revealed in the Book 
of Acts and the Epistles, and 
throughout Church history; the 
fourth will be found in the book of 
Revelation, primarily, supplement- 
ed by parallel revelations in the 
book of Daniel. 

If God undertakes to save men 
by a Saviour, and that is what the 
scriptures surely reveal, then it will 
not be denied that this Saviour, 
who is to be born of a woman, 
must come through circumstances 
which are also divinely purposed 
and brought about. In other words, 
the coming of a Saviour for man’s 
deliverance was not left to acci- 
dent. God’ did not decide to wait 
until some pure and holy character, 
free from sin, should perchance ap- 
pear in human history. The Sav- 
iour whom God is to provide, the 
Word of God'reveals, is a person 
both human and divine, called the 


very Son of God, and is said to be| 


both born of a virgin and descend- 
ed from above. Now the Old Testa- 
ment is exceedingly clear in this 
that the Saviour was to be of the 
line of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Judah, of the royal house of David. 


_In other words, He was to be an 


Israelite. All of the Old Testament 


is fundamentally occupied with the 


history of the people of Israel, and 
from the very origin of this race 
down to the advent of the Messiah 
Himself, we discover an unrelent- 
ing antagonism toward these peo- 
ple, a mysterious, ever present op- 


- position, satanically inspired, which 


more than once almost succeeds in 
destroying that line through which 
the Messiah must be born. We say 
this with great reverence, and yet 
with full scriptural warrant, that 
if the line of David had became ex- 
tinct, and the people of Israel had 
been annihilated, the original plan 
of God to bring a Saviour to men, 
through the line of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Judah, and David, would 
have had to be abandoned, and for 


~“~God to abandon His plan would 


~have been an awful confession of 
the superiority of Satan. Unthink- 
able! -*. ‘eg 
_. I think we will discover that Sa- 
tan attempted in three different 
ways to destroy the Israelitish peo- 
le, In the first place, he attempted 
annihilate her as a race. This be- 


gan soon after Abraham was 


called, when Satan tempted Abra- 
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THE CONFLICT OF THE AGES 


ham twice to lie concerning his 
wife, calling her, amidst alien pa- 
gan people, his sister, and thus 
throwing himself into such a sit- 
uation that had there not been a 
divine intervention on both occa- 
sions, he himself would have been 
slain. After the family of Jacob 
had been in Egypt for some gen- 
erations, a terrible oppression of 
the Israelites began (Ex. 1:10-16), 
forcing them to toil in the dread- 
ful brick kilns of Egypt, laboring 
beyond the strength of men, anu 
even threatened with extinction by 


-an edict issued by Pharaoh that all 


the male children, born to the Isra- 
elites, should be destroyed. Miracle 
of miracles that Israel ever lived 
through such,days as that. Hun- 
dreds of years later we find that 
all the male children of the royal 
line of David were, in dreadful days 
of rebellion and bloodshed, merci- 
lessly murdered, all but one, the 
little babe, Joash, (II Chron. 21: 
4, 16, 17; also 22:10-12; also 23: 
1-11). In other words, the whole 
Messianic line once was held by a 
threat as thin as the life of a tiny 
babe, but that babe lived to-~sit 
upon the throne of David, and the 
Messianic line, now hundreds of 
years old, was thus again miracu- 
lously preserved. 


Satan failing in his attempt to 
destroy the Israelitish people, as a 
race, undertook, sometimes simul- 
taneously with the purpose we have 
just been speaking of, to so lead 
Israel into idolatry that her own 
faith in God should be eclipsed, 
and. she should no longer be a tes- 
timony to Jehovah before the na- 
tions, nor the vessel through which 
the Scriptures should come and the 
Messiah would be born. We read 
again and again in the historical 
books of the Old Testament of 
God’s terrible denunciations of His 
people Israel because of their going 
after false gods, of their worship 
of the deities introduced by con- 
tact with the pagan nations that 
surrounded them, and I suppose we 
are so accustomed to read of these 
judgments of God, and ourselves 
are so unacquainted with the curse 
of idolatry, that we are hardly 
aware of the terribleness of the 
conditions which God so continually 
denounces, This whole situation 
was most vividly brought to my 
attention, three years ago, by Dr. 
Glueck, the Director of the Ameri- 
can School of Oriental Research in 
Jerusalem, who told me that in all 
of his excavation work in Palestine, 
whenever he had (in digging 
through the mound of any city) 
come upon the level which belonged 
to the kingdom age of Israel, he 
invariably discovered figures and 
figurines of pagan dieties in nine 
out of ten houses in every city ex- 
posed down to the kingdom age 
level. What an awful condition, and 
how nearly successful was Satan 
in utterly extinguishing true faith 
in a holy God, among the children 
of Abraham. 


Finally, did not Satan attempt to 


pollute the whole Israelitish peo- 
ple by leading them into intermar- 
riage with the nations round about 
them? This became so prevalent 
that in the later days of Israel’s 
history it was difficult for many 
men of the priestly order to prove 
their true Israelitish descent. I per- 
sonally believe that even now this 
is one way in which Satan contin- 
ues to try to spoil the unity of the 
Hebrew people, by leading them 
into intermarriage with other races 
in such a way that a true Hebrew 
people (if Satan had his way) 
would not be available at the end 
of this age for the establishment 
of a Messianic kingdom on earth. 
Well, he has definitely failed in 
this for four thousand years. — 


The New Testament opens with 


the birth of Christ, born in Pal- 
estine, born of the royal line of 
David, born of a pure Hebrew 
maiden, born according to all the 
prophecies of the Old Testament. 
Satan’s plans to prevent the biftth 
of such a divinely announced Sav- 
iour have failed. He now turns 
his attention from Israel as a na- 
tion to Israel’s Messiah, the Re- 
deemer of the world. And, by one 
means or. another, he attempts to 
prevent Christ from coming into 
manhood, and then from accom- 
plishing that work on earth which 
Satan well knew should it be 


-| achieved would be the doom of his 


own foul and wicked schemes. At 
the very beginning of our Lord’s 


life on earth, Satan inspired Herod 
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to issue an order commanding that 
all the babes in Bethlehem, from 
three years old and under, born 
near the time when he had heard of 
the birth of Jesus, should be slain, 
an-edict ruthlessly carried out, but 
one which failed to accomplish its 
purpose, because of the warning 
of an angel that prompted. Joseph 
to take the holy family to Egypt 
(Matt. 1:18-25; 2:1-16), There 
were other attempts made upon the 
life of Jesus, from time, :to time 
during His earthly sojourn,. which 
need not keep us long. You will 
recall that when He first visited 
Nazareth, so infuriated were those 
who heard Him speak in the syna- 
gogue, that they “rose up, and 
thrust him out of the city, and led 
him unto the brow of the hiil 
whereupon their city was built, that 
they might cast’ him down head- 
long” (Luke 4:29). Later in His 
ministry, at the end of a long dis- 
ourse regarding Abraham, the 
‘children of Abraham,.the Devil, 
and Himself, we are told they “then 
took up stones to cast at him” (Jn. 
8:59). I have often wondered if 
perhaps Christ’s fearless exposure 
of Satan on this occasion so in- 
furiated Satan that he then and 
there determined to make an. end 
of this person, but failed. Before 
coming to the end of our Lord’s 
life, we must, of course, recognize 
that Satan attempted in other ways 
to bring to nought the divine pur- 
pose of God to save men, through 
His Son. In the wilderness Satan 
told Christ that if He would just 
bow down ‘and worship him, he 
would give Him all the kingdoms 
of the world. The whole purpose 
of Satan on this occasion was to 
lead Christ out of the will. of-God 
for Him, Had Jesus, during any one 
of these three wilderness tempta- 
tions, departed from God’s plan and 
in any way disobeyed God, and, 
most of all, if for only a fraction 
of a second, bowed one knee to 
this awful creature in an act of 
adoration, sin would have become 
part of Jesus’ life. He would have 
been, thereby, rendered incapable 
of achieving the redemption for 
which He came, forfeiting His 
righteousness, and bringing Him 
into a state of unrighteousness by 
which He, like all of us, would 
have’ needed a Saviour and a De- 
liverer. 


We come now 'into the sacred 
precincts of our Lord’s holy death. 


So many of the events of the last 
hours of our Lord are so fathom- 
less in their meaning, so profound, 
involving so many mysteries, that 
we must not be dogmatic in insist- 
ing that our own personal inter- 
pretation of some of the details is 
the Only interpretation possible. So 
here let me only suggest what is 
in my own mind, with the hope 
that nothing that I say will be 
found contrary to the true mean- 
ing of the Word of God, or at all 
unacceptable by those who love’ the 
Lord Jesus. We read in the gospel 
narrative that, just before the Last 
Supper on Thursday night.of the 
Passion Week, Satan actually en- 
tered into Judas Iscariot (John 13: 
27). Certainly Judas had long be- 
fore this been under the power of 
the Evil One, but now in a special 
way, he is utterly possessed by Sa- 
tan. For what purpose? Well, we 
would say for the betrayal of the 
Lord. This, however, brings up a 
difficult question. Why did Satan 
want Judas, or anybody else, to 
betray Jesus, and thus place Him 
in the hands of Jewish authorities 
who were determined to put Him 
to death? Must we not almost be 
forced to believe that Satan want- 


he used Judas, among others, for 
bringing this about? This is Sa- 
tan’s last attempt, then, to destroy 


4Jesus. The question, of course, is 


immediately raised by some, “Was 
not this God’s own purpose that 
Jesus should die on the cross, and 
is it possible that Satan would co- 
operate with God in this?” Do you 
not think that, recognizing that 
Satan is certainly not’ omniscient, 
perhaps Satan, during Holy Week, 
up to this night, was not aware 
of the fact that by this kind of a 
death, the death of a criminal, a 
sacrifice would be offered to God 
by His holy Son, whereby our re- 
demption would be purchased? On 
the next day we find a vast mob 
around the cross, wickedly shout- 
ing at the Lord Jesus, and telling 
Him that if He would come down 
from the cross they would believe 
Him (Matt. 27:42, 43). I think, 
myself, that some time between 


Thursday night and Friday noon, 


ed Christ to be put to death, and: 


Satan became aware of the fact 
that what he had done was exactly 
what the purpose of God had all 
the time intended should be done, 
and that he had actually, by his 
own possession of the characters 
who brought about the death of 
Jesus, made the redemption of men 
possible. Suddenly aware of this, 
‘may he not now, through these 
wicked men, also his servants, have 
attempted to persuade the Lord to 
come down from the cross, in re- 


had this happened, then again our 
redemption would not have been 
accomplished? Perhaps the mys- 
terious passage in Col. 2:15 has 
reference to this great battle. On 
the cross “he disarmed the prin- 
cipalities and the powers (which 
fought against him), and put them 
to open shame, leading them cap- 
tive in the triumph of Christ.” 
(Translation of Conybeare.) I do 
not know if there was any Satanic 
work in the sealing of the tomb 
and the setting of the Roman 
guard. I leave: the subject alone. 
One thing we do know. When our 
Lord cried out on the cross “It is 
finished,’ Satan knew that two 
thousand years of incessant antag- 
onism to God’s program to redeem 
men had thus far come to nothing. 
The redemption had been provided. 
The Saviour had accomplished His 
work. , 


Failing in his attempt to destroy 
Israel, so that the Messiah could 


from offering Himself as a sacrifice 
to God for our sins, thereby mak- 
ing it possible for God to save us, 
Satan turns his attack upon an- 
other, an altogether different, ob- 
ject. If salvation has been provided, 
and Christ is in glory (out of 
reach of the Devil, of course), how 
can Satan even now destroy God’s 
purpose to redeem men? Well, how 
is the message of redemption to be 
brought to a lost world? It is to be 
preached to them through witness- 
es, through those who have been 
redeemed, through-the disciples of 
Christ, and these together form 
what is known as the Church, com- 
posed of all believers on the face 
of the earth at any one given time. 
May I say here, that I think these 
days we are in danger of too flip- 
pant an attitude toward the 
Church, almost coming to believe 
that God is through with the 
Church. Well, many denominations 
have departed from the truth, and 
many in the church are certainly 
enemies of the cross, but still there 
is only one divine institution on 
earth, and that is the Church of the 
living God. The work that is being 
done for God in preaching the gos- 
pel is still being done by those. who 
are members of Christ’s body, the 
Church! We are not now talking 
about specific denominations, but 
let us be careful in how we speak 
of that which Christ loves, His 
Church. Open the book of Acts and 
you will be amazed how again and 
again and again the persecution of 
the Church is spoken of. The fourth 
chapter opens with the priests, the 
captain of the temple, and the Sad- 
ducees, angry at the disciples for 
preaching Jesus and the Resurrec- 
tion, laying hands on them, and 
putting them in prison, and bring- 
ing them the next day before the 
Sanhedrin, the rulers of Israel, 
those to whom the law had been 
committed, and ultimately forbid- 
ding them to preach in the name 
of Jesus. In the fifth chapter, after 
a manifestation of miraculous pow- 
er among the followers of Jesus, 
the apostles were again seized by 
Jewish authorities, and were mirac- 
ulously delivered by an angel open- 
‘ing the prison doors. In the next 
chapter, we have the arrest of Ste- 


ment “that there was a great per- 
secution against the church which 
was at Jerusalem....and Saul 
made havoc of the church entering 
into every house and hailing men 
and women, committed them to 
prison.” In chapter twelve, still in 
Jerusalem, we read that James, the 
brother of John, had been killed 
and that Peter had been put in 
prison with the evident idea that 
he next. would lose his head. The 
opposition of the Jews in Jerusa- 
lem was multiplied throughout the 
Mediterranean world, and the 
Apostle Paul, once the great leader 
of persecution against the Church, 
now becomes the hated object of 
an ever-increasingly intense perse- 


cution of the same believers. He 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


ply to their taunts and sneers, for | P 


not be born; failing now in his | 
attempt to prevent the Messiahi,..,., Every offering will be per- 


phen, followed by his martyrdom. 
Chapter eight opens with the state- 
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NeededIn' =. 
Kentucky Mountains 


Some time ago we had an article 
in The Sword of the Lord about 
the Faith Mission Band, of which 
Brother R. B. Stone is the Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, at Lexington, Ken- 
tucky. Brother Stone has helped 
other mission workers, in other 
arts of the nation, and is whole- 
heartedly in the business of get- 
ting out the gospel. The Faith Mis- 
sion Band is sound in doctrine, and 
is winning many souls. 


They have received, from our ar- 
ticle in The Sword of the Lord, 
$21.00, from Broken Bow, Nebras- 
ka, from Clifton, Kansas, from Ev- 
ansville, Indiana, from LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin, and from Wheaton, I)- 
linois. They need more money for 
a folding organ to be used in soul- 
winning services among the moun- 
tain people. I trust that God will 
lay it on the hearts of some who 
read this to send an offering for 
this purpose. Or yet, it may be that 
someone has a folding organ which 
you can send, consecrated to this 
evangelistic purpose. Send all gifts 
to 

Mr. R. B. Stone, Secy-Treas. 

Faith Mission Band 

Post Office Box 133 

Lexington, Kentucky. 


If more money is sent than is 
needed for the folding organ, it 
will be used in that soul-winning 


sonally acknowledged at once. 
Qa 


Native, Maidenly 
Modesty Disappears 
In the Dance 


A preacher some years ago 
préached in Amarillo. His name 
was Jenkins. He preached in the 
First Baptist Church of Amarillo 
on the dance. The dance then was 
not one-tenth as bad as it is now. 
But Brother Jenkins said that a 
girl doesn’t stay as modest after 
dancing as before; that a girl who 
has this man’s arms about her and 
then that one’s and wears the eve- 
ning clothes and all that sort of 
thing, that girl doesn’t stay mod- 
est, doesn’t stay where she can 
blush, where she has the same vir- 
tuous reticence of character and 
mind. He said that she is not the 
same girl after she has had every- 
body’s hands on her; that such a 
girl doesn’t stay the same. A man 
got red in the face, as some of you 
are getting tonight, He got hot 
under the collar and sat back there 
and said, “This preacher is going 
to eat that. My girl Molly is as 
good a girl as any in this town, 
as good as she ever was, even if 
she does dance.- That preacher is 
going to eat that. Dancing does 
not make any difference with her 
modesty.” He planted himself out 
at the front door of that Baptist 
church at Amarillo, but before the 
preacher got out to the front, Molly 
stopped him and said, ‘Brother 
Jenkins, you are right. I am not the 
Christian I used to be. I am not 
spiritually-minded like I used to be. 
I am not the same girl I was once. 
Pray for me. The dance has done 
it.” 

Nearly everybody was gone. The 
preacher went on, not knowing 
what was about to happen. The fa- 
ther said to Brother Jenkins, ‘‘T 
want you to know, you have got 
to take back what you said tonight. 
My girl is the same after. dancing 
as before. My girl Molly is as clean 
and modest and virtuous as she 
ever was. That is a reflection on 
my girl’s character.” The preacher 
said, “Let’s see what Molly has to 
say about it. Molly, come here.” 
The girl, with red eyes, came, and 
the preacher said to her, “Molly, 
I want you to tell your daddy what 
you told me.” She said, “I am not 
as modest as I used to be. I don’t 
pray like I used to. I don’t feel 
God’s presence like I used to. The 
dance has been a curse to me.” The 
man, the father, said, “God help 
me! If I had known that, I wouldn’t 
have let you go.” 


I say now, there is something 
about the modern dance that 
breaks down modesty, propriety, 
breaks down conventionality, and 
makes a girl’s virtue not: safe — 
man’s integrity not safe! That is 
so. ae 
(From “What’s Wrong with the 
Dance,” by Evangelist John R. 


Rice.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“For Soldiers, Sailors 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


Lord to soldier boys? For every 
one-year subscription for The 
Sword of the Lord, we will give 
free to the donor a copy of the 
editor’s new 128-page book, The 
Soul Winner’s Fire, or for two six- 
months subscriptions we will give 
the book free likewise. Subscrip- 
tions are not to be for the regular 
subscribers but are to be sent to 
boys of the Army and Navy and 
Marine Corps. We will change the 
address as often as necessary. 

Just send names and addresses 
with money amounting to $1.00 a 
year or 50c for each six-months 
subscription, and for each $1.00 so 
sent we will send free the book, 
The Soul Winner’s Fire. This new 
book has eight chapters, and is in- 
tended to arouse soul-winning com- 
passion and soul-winning zeal and 
power. It has an attractive pic- 
tured cover in colors. We believe 
God will use it to start revivals 
and bless many hearts. You get the 
book,: while soldiers and _ sailors 
get The Sword of the Lord. 


Other Literature for Soldiers 


God has greatly used the book 
World-Wide War and the Bible in 
winning souls. There are five vig- 
orous, strong chapters, 122 pages, 
leatherette paper cover, and just 
such teaching and preaching as sol- 
diers are greatly interested in. The 
first chapter is “World-Wide War; 
Will America Get In?” Chapter 
Twe is “Should Christians Fight ?”’ 
Chapter Three is “Universal Hu- 
man Wickedness and the Inevitable 
Collapse of Human Civilization.” 
Chapter Four: “The Prophesied 
Future Line-Up of the Nations.” 
Chapter Five: “War — Signs that 
Christ Is Coming Soon.” 

Send us a dollar and the names 
of five soldiers, sailors or marines, 
and we will send each one of them, 
postpaid, a copy of this useful 
book God has so blessed in the 
thousands of copies already dis- 
tributed. 


Or we would be glad to send 
quantities at a specially reduced 
price to any chaplain or Christian 
worker for use among the armed 
forces of our nation. 


The beautiful little booklet, What 
Must I Do to Be Saved? 24 pages, 
now printed on tinted paper with 
dark brown ink, will be sent free 
in any reasonable quantities to 
those who will promise to give 
them out to soldier boys who will 
read them. I will be glad to supply 
thousands of copies of them to 
chaplains or others who will see 
that they are carefully distributed 
wherever wanted in camps, in hos- 
pitals, in jails, or in missions. We 
are having fifty thousand copies 
printed now, and they cost approx- 
imately one cent a copy, but we 


- will send them free as God pro- 


vides. 


Many a lonely heart-sick boy 
away from home would be cheered 
and comforted to know that you 
remembered him. And no doubt 
there are multiplied thousands who 
now have time in the evenings to 
read when they cannot be at home 
with the gang and are strangers 
away from home, without much 
money. Help us get good Christian 
literature in the hands of these 
boys who are the pride of America 
and who are dear to the heart of 
‘our Saviour, who wants to save 
every one. 


Send subscriptions or orders to 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS 


512 W. Franklin, Wheaton, Ill. 
——9——— 


“As a result of reading the pa- 


per I have come to see that Christ 
can keep as well as save.... 
: is 


Backus, Minnesota.” 
ge 


WICKED HEARTS 
____ (CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye are like unto whited sep- 
ulchres, which indeed appear beau- 
tiful outward, but are within full 
of dead men’s bones, and of all 
uncleanness. Even so ye also out- 
wardly appear righteous unto men 
(oh, if we had to deal only with 
men. Unto men you appear out- 
wardly righteous), but within ye 
are full of hypocrisy and inquity.” 
I am thinking of a man I saw 
one time when his mother put her 
arms about him and patted him 
and said, “Oh, Son, you are a good 
boy.” And she told how this boy 
was the delight of her life, and how 
good and kind he had always been 
to her, and had never lifted a hand 
to harm anyone. I saw him when 
his young wife put her head upon 
his bosom and wept, and I saw him 
pat her and tell her he loved her. 
What’s the matter? I was there to 
see him after he was condemned to 
the death penalty for murder. He 
shot down Roscoe Wilson and took 
the bag of $5,000 of money he was 


Song Books Cheap 


We have on hand at The Sword 
of the Lord office hundreds of cop- 
ies of the fine little revival song 
book, “Living Gospel Songs and 
Choruses.’”’ These books are pub- 
lished by The Tabernacle Publish- 
ing Company and are the picked 
evangelistic numbers out of “Tab- 
ernacle Hymns Number ‘Three.” 
They are ideal for revival cam- 
paigns, for young people’s meet- 
ings, Bible classes, or Sunday 
School use. We have several hun- 
dred copies new, never used at all, 
to sell at the publisher’s price, 
$12.50 per hundred, $6.25 for fifty, 
plus postage. Postage is not much. 


We have approximately 475 cop- 
ies slightly used. These are in good 
condition, not marked, not torn, not 
dirty. You may have them at $7.50 
per hundred, $3.75 for fifty, plus 
postage. 

Please order from 


The Sword of the Lord Publishers 
512 West Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 
——_O—— 


Husband Murders 
Wife As She Comes 
Out of Dance Hall 
At 2:00 A. M. 


I remember the saddest funeral 
I ever held. It was in Fort Worth 
at undertaking parlors on Magno- 
lia Street. The funeral was that of 
a young. married woman, stabbed 
by her husband as she came out of 
an upstairs dance hall at the corner 
of Hemphill and Magnolia Streets. 
She danced before she married, and 
then when she was married she was 
never content to give it up. God 
gave a little baby to the home, 
but this young mother would leave 
her baby to dance with other men 
until the wee small hours of the 
morning. Her husband pled with 
her. Her family begged her to take’ 
care of her baby, stay with her 
husband, to break with the wild 
crowd that go to the dance halls, 
but she would not do it. One night 
her husband, desperate, waited at 
the stairway. At 2:00 a.m. she 
came down from the dance with 
another man, and the jealous hus- 
band stabbed her and she died. 
That murder, like thousands of oth- 
ers, must be charged up to the 
dance. 

I preached the funeral sermon. 
Many of the wild dancing crowd 
were there. Marks of dissipation 
showed on many faces. I preached 
a plain, tender gospel sermon, tell- 
ing them that God loves sinners, 


~| and seven or eight of them claimed 


Christ as Saviour as I stood be- 


4 \side that casket of a murdered 


“5 !woman, killed at a dance and be- 
ee / Cause of a dance. I will never for- 
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get the wail of the young woman’s 
sister when she came by the coffin 
to say good-bye to the form of her 
beloved sister, once pure, sweet and 
good, but betrayed and misled and 
ruined by the modern dance. She 
cried, “Oh, Brother Rice, she was 
not ready! She wasn’t ready to go!” 
And I warn you now, dancers, fnat 
dancing people are not ready to 


'| meet God! 


(From “What’s Wrong With the 
Dance,” by Evangelist John 


Rice.) 
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PAGE THREE 


carrying to the bank, was caught 
and given the death sentence for 
murder. Oh, yes, the heart is de- 
ceitful above all things and des- 
perately wicked. 


I hear people say, “You find some 
good in every body.” You don’t 
see the heart. You could find plen- 
ty good about me, looking at the 
outside. I pay my. debts. I never 
killed anybody, I gave a quarter 
to a widow woman once. My, there 
are lots of good things about me! 
But you don’t see- my poor old 
wicked heart that ought to be in 
Hell. And I can’t see yours. The 
Scripture. says, ‘Man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart’’— the 
heart! The heart is deceitful. 


I know sometimes people Say, 
“Well, Brother Rice, I tell you 
right now, I have the old carnal 
nature burned out, and I don’t sin 
any more.” You are only deceived. 
I say, “The heart is deceitful above 
all things.” God said about that 
crowd in I John 1:8, “If we say 
that we have no sin we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in 
us.” You are not any better than 
anybody else. You have got a poor 
snake-bitten heart, you have the 
devil in you like everybody else. 
If you were honest and sensible 
at all, you would cry out like Paul, 
“Oh, wretched man that I am.” 
‘When I would do good, evil is 
present with me.” Anybody that 
says he is sinless is self-deceived 
or a liar, one or the other. The 
trouble is the heart is deceitful. 
You are deceiving yourself, Oh, the 
wickedness of the human heart. 


The Lord said—I want you to 
notice — that this is a matter 
of the heart. The heart is deceitful 
and the heart is wicked. Man’s 
wickedness is in the heart! Now it 
isn’t that men’s outward lives are 
desperately wicked, No. No, no. 
There are lots of people whose lives 
are not desperately wicked. In the 
third chapter of Romans God said 
about the whole human race, 
“There is none righteous, no, not 
one.” He didn’t mean that there 
are none that appeared to be right- 
eous unto men. He didn’t mean that 
there is not a man in the world 
who pays his grocery bill. He did 
not mean there is not a man in the 
world that loves his wife or loves 
his children. He didn’t mean there 
is not a man in the world who 
goes to church and puts a dollar in 
the plate for the preacher. He did 
not mean that, No. But that Scrip- 
ture talks about the heart of man, 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood” 
and the Scripture goes on to say 
that “the poison of asps (the poison 
of a snake) is under their lips.” 
“Their throat is an open sepul- 
chre.” The whole human race in 
their poor, vile, sinful hearts, is 
desperately wicked. 

Ah, somebody may say, this is 
just a harmless powder. It looks 
as white and fine, I will see if it is 
any good. It tastes a little sweet 
like sugar though it is not gran- 
ulated. But instead of sugar it is 


a deadly poison — arsenic! Do not. 


be deceived by outward looks. 

A woman said to me about her 
husband, “Why, Brother Rice, my 
husband is such a good man. All 
he needs is just to join the church 
and be baptized, and he would be 
all right.’”’ I said to her, “Your 
husband is not a good man.” I said, 
“There is none good but one, that 
is God. And Jesus Christ teaches 
that a man must be born again.” 
And I said, “He would be just as 
bad in the church as he is outside. 
What he needs is for that poor vile 
heart to be made clean. 

Oh, God, your heart! Somebody 
who hears me this afternoon may 
not like to face this truth, and I 
am not popular for preaching this 
way, but I tell you now, it is be- 
cause I want to help you. You know 


the doctor may not please you 


when he says you have to have 
an operation for your cancer, but 


‘he is your friend. You don’t feel 


very good about it. But I tell you 
right now, no preacher is ever hon- 
est with God or fit to be in the 
pulpit if he doesn’t preach plain 
and sharp on the hellish fact of sin. 
It damns souls. Oh, my friends, you 
that hear me today—gyou are a 
sinner! You may be a nice, re- 
spectable sinner, but a poor, wick- 
ed, Hell-deserving sinner just the 
same. 

_ Some woman hears me and will 
say, “But Brother Rice, I am a 
good woman. I am a chaste wom- 
an. I am true to my husband and 
I am good to my children, and I 
am kind to my neighbors.” You 


may be all of that, but your heart 
is as black as that of any harlot 
in the sight of God. Somebody 
says, “I have not an enemy in the 
world, and I never hold enmity in 
my heart. I do honest work, I aid 
all civic enterprises, I help the 
poor.” I don’t care about all of 
that, in God’s sight you are no 
better than any murderer or any 
drunkard, any dope-head, any 
whoremonger. In the heart, in the 
heart is where the wickedness is. 
It doesn’t matter about the nice 


outward appearance of the life} 


when God knows the heart is black. 
Oh, lovely girl, Oh, beautiful, pure 
girl — down through the years how 
many thousands of girls have been 
won by some wretch of a deceiver, 
who made them think he was good, 

I am thinking now of a girl 
who married a man who was such 
a drunkard, such a licentious 
wretch, such a blasphemer, such an 
unregenerate man. She was a 
Christian girl. I remember her fa- 
ther said to her, “Why,” he said, 
“Honey, you have many friends, 
you could get anybody you want- 
ed.” “Oh,” she said, “But Daddy, 
you don’t understand. This is the 
one I want.” Oh, I. tell you the 
heart is deceitful and wicked, I 
am not saying you don’t have good 
intentions. I don’t say you never 
swear off drinking, that you do not 
make good resolutions at New 
Year’s. You stood at the marriage 
altar and took a holy vow about be- 
ing faithful to your wife. I don’t 
say you didn’t mean it. You say 
you are unselfish and patriotic. 
Maybe you were. But that was all 
outside, while in your poor inner 


being the heart itself is deceitfully | 


wicked, so bad no one can know 
it, a wicked heart of unbelief. 


But I thank God that that heart 
can be fixed. Everybody else works 
on something else besides the heart. 
The schools work on the mind. Doc- 
tors work on the body. The law- 
maker works on the outward im- 
plications of the law. Only Al- 
mighty God Himself can make the 
heart clean! The Lord says in 
Ezekiel chapter 36, verse 26, “A 
new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you: 
and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh.’ That 
is a blessed promise. Oh, God says, 
“I will give you a new heart.” Oh, 
I thank God for the time I got 
that new heart. 


You must be born again. Do you 
know why? You were born wrong 
the first time. You’ve got to have 
a new heart. Your heart was 
wrong, and God will give you a 
new heart. He will if you will trust 


Jesus Christ who died for sinners. 


I wonder how many who listen 


today and you would have to say, 


“Brother Rice, I have failed my- 
self. I have failed my wife. I have 
failed.my job.” How. many people 
have failed! You know when you 
made good resolutions you couldn’t 
keep them. Paul says, “So then 
with the mind I myself serve the 
law of God; but with the flesh 
the law of sin.” How many people 
have failed! 

A man in Dallas, Texas, sat down 
on the divan and with him his 
wife and two children wept. The 
wife said, “Brother Rice, I don’t 
believe he cares. He promises me 
and then here he went last night 
and took his pay check down to 
the saloon, and today he is too sick 
to work and every penny of the 
week’s pay is gone.’ The man 
looked at me and said, “Brother 
Rice, I never intended to. I vowed 
I never would. I don’t know why 
I did.” I said to this dear woman, 
“This isn’t just wilful. It is a dis- 
ease of the heart. With him it is 
booze. With you it is a sharp 


tongue. With me it is something | 
else just as bad. The trouble about | 


all the failure, all our lack of suc- 
cess — the war, crime, divorce, di- 
vision, unrest, poverty, sickness 
and all those damnable things —- 
what is back of this is wrapped 
up in the fact that men have wick- 
ed hearts and they will never have 
any peace until they get new 
hearts. Oh, may God give men new 


‘hearts! 


Some who hear me today, won’t 
you turn to the Lord Jesus Christ 
who died for sinners? He will 
change the black heart as He said 
in Isaiah 1:18: “Come now. let us 
reason together, .saith the Lord. 
Though your sins be as scarlet they 


shall be as white as snow, though | 


they be red like crimson they shall 
be as wool.” 
Who is there today who hears me 


cme 


who will say, “I know I am a sin- 
ner and that is good news to me’’? 
I would confess it and ask God to 
give me a new heart, give me pow- 
er to become a son of God, as is 
promised in John 1:12. He will give 
you a new heart, forgive your 
sins, make it so old things have 
passed away, all things become 
new, make you a partaker of the 
divine nature. Do you want Christ 
today? Confess your sin, admit 
your need and turn to the Lord 
Jesus today! © 

Nearly all the doctrinal trouble 
in this world is that people are 
wrong on the doctrine of sin. Some- 
body says, “We can’t get the 
crowds.’ No, for you are not_hit- 
ting the root of the trouble at’ all. 
If a man has a disease over in 
Africa, the witch doctor takes a 
knife, or a hot iron and punches 
holes in the flesh so the devils can 
get out! You are not working on 
the disease at all. Preachers nev- 
er get crowds very much who do 
not preach hard on sin. If you 
would have lots of people, crowds, 
you must do straight revival 
preaching on-the wicked business 
of sin, hell-deserving, hell-bound 
sin in the heart. That is the rem- 
edy. But you will never find the 
remedy that will change the black 
heart and change a drunkard and 
make him sober and make the 
criminal honest and the harlot pure 
until the matter gets fixed on the 
inside. Today we have that remedy | 
in Jesus Christ who died for sin- 
ners, . 

“Come now,” says Isaiah 1:18. 
All right, let us sit down at a coun- 
cil table and look in His tender 
eyes and see His dear hands with 
the nail scars stretched out across 
the table —“‘Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord, 
though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” The Lord makes new 
things out of old. 

There was a great big fellow that 
weighed 235 pounds, six. feet, five 
inches high, out in West Texas. He 
was a great fighter. He drank up 
two farms. He got saved and he 
said to me, “Brother Rice, some- 
thing has sure happened to me!” 
He told me how the wicked old 
crowd tried to get him to drink. He 
told me how he laughed and cried 
over them and prayed for them and 
he didn’t get mad. He said, 
“Preacher, something sure hap- 
pened to me!”’ 

Don’t you want something to 
happen to you in your heart that 
will make you happy and give you 
joy and peace and forgiveness and 
give you the hope of Heaven? Look 
to Christ! Trust Him today. I won- 
der how many people will say, 
“Brother Rice, I want to confess 
I am wicked in my heart. I need 
God to forgive my sins and save 
my poor lost soul and make my 
heart new. Please pray for me.” If 
you mean that will you raise your 
hands for prayer. 

(Three held hands for prayer. 
Two came to Christ and confessed 
him publicly, a mature man and a 
young woman. Dear unsaved read- 
er, will you do the same today? 
If you will please confess your sin- 
fulness to Christ now, trust Him 
this moment to forgive you and 
Save you, He will do it! He never 
turned down a sinner who trusted 
Him for forgiveness: Then please 
write me today. Why not sign this 
decision slip today, and mail it to 
me or write me? God help you to 
do it now!) 


‘ 
My Decision for Christ 


Evangelist John R.- Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 
512 W. Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Illinois. 
Dear Brother Rice: | 
I have read your sermon in The 


Sword of the Lord on “Supremely | ; 
Desperately, Wicked . . 


Deceitful, 
Hearts.” I confess I have a wicked 
heart. I need God’s mercy. But I 
believe that Christ died to save me, 
that God is willing for Jesus’ sake 
to forgive my sins and save my 
soul. Here and now I trust Him 
to be my own personal Saviour, to 
change my heart and give me ev- 
erlasting life. I will claim Him 
openly as my Saviour and Lord, 
and will, by His help, try to live 
for Him. 


Signed 
Address 


Date 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


was opposed and hounded by these 
Jews in Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 
13:44, 45), and in Iconium (14:1- 
5); he was stoned at Lystra (14: 
19) ; he was beaten in Philippi (16: 
22-24), though here by pagans and 
not by Jews, he had to flee from 
Thessalonica (17:5-10) and from 
Berea (17:14). It was the Jews 
who brought about his seizure in 
the Temple in Jerusalem (21:27), 
which led ultimately to Rome and 
to martyrdom. It is true that, with 
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
A.D., the power of the Jews to 
work much havoc in the Christian 
Churches was, of course, destroyed, 
but when the Jews left off perse- 
cuting the disciples, the Roman 
government took it up with a 
harshness and a determination 
which the Jews themselves had 
never been able to exercise. Indeed, 
it is said that wood actually be- 
came scarce in many parts of the 
Roman Empire because there were 
so many thousand of crosses made 
for the crucifixion of the followers 
of our Lord. Within three hundred 
years after the gospel came to 
Rome, literally thousands of Chris- 
tians had lived and were buried in 
the catacombs of the Imperial City. 


Unbelief and Its Fruit 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


rapturous applause.” (Intro- 

duction to Can We Still Be 

Christians ? ) 

We feel we must quote Eucken 
still further: 

“Unbelief, moreover, is no 
longer directed merely to par- 
ticular features and aspects of 
Christian thought. It has ex- 
tended over the whole area, 
so that Christianity itself is 
called in question and not 
merely certain of its dogmas 
and institutions. Again, this 
unbelief, abandoning its old de- 
fensive attitude, has become 
more and more aggressive in 
character. It marshals its sev- 
eral forces in close array and 
moves them forward together 
in battle line. It is not content 
with being merely tolerated: 
it longs to rule. It organizes 
its adherents and confronts 
Christianity with big. construc- 
tive programs.” 


This is Eucken’s picture of the 
onward march of German rational- 
ism or what we in this country 
call modernism, and two wars have 
originated in Germany since Eu- 
cken penned these words. What 
is the explanation of it? 


Pride makes for unbelief — unbe- 
lief leads to rebellion against God 
and a denial of divine authority. 
Then since God is dethroned there’s 
nothing left but man. Hence, the 
emergence of a Man the Dictator. 
It is all pagan and antichristian, 
but it is the natural fruit of the 
tree of modernism. 

The war-torn, 
world of our day can point its fin- 
ger directly at theological modern- 
ism and say, ‘‘You are entirely re- 
sponsible for this war and its hell- 
ish destruction. You destroyed the 
faith of men, and when you de- 
stroyed their faith you mutilated 
their character. You have made 
fanatical pagans out of nominal 
Christians. You denied the blood of 
the Cross, and as a result you 
have shed the blood of a million.” 


We challenge American and Brit- 
ish modernists to think through the 
past fifty years of theological his- 
tory and see if this charge is not 
true, and then to cast themselves 
in repentance and simple faith on 
the Christ of God and the Word of 
God. You men owe the world some- 
thing far deeper than the mild re- 
versals to which you are commit- 
ting yourselves just now. | | 


And it is not for some Catholic 
leader to say, “I told you so. Ger- 
many is a Protestant nation.” Is 
Hitler a Protestant? Or Mussolini? 
No, in both cases. The Catholic 


Italians are just as guilty in this 


war as the Protestant Germans, 
but not so clever or strong. 


FAY 
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“We receive The Sword of the 
Lord and whenever the day comes 
around which we are to receive it 
we all ask for it from my Dad 
down to my youngest brother. 

th ee -§ 
Worthington, Minnesota,” 


broken-hearted. 


q AGES 


How many were put to death in 
the Colosseum, torn by beasts, or 
slain by gladiators, no one knows. 
But persecution failed. It has brok- 
en out again and again, and a glo- 
rious company of faithful servants 
of Christ have spotted every land 
where the gospel has been preached 
with their blood shed because of 
Satanic hatred of God’s Son. But 
the Church lives on! 


Persecution, however, is not the 
only way in which Satan has at- 
tempted to destroy the power of 
the Church in proclaiming the gos- 
pel of Christ. Even in the city of 
Corinth, within the first generation 
of Christians, brought out of the 
darkness of paganism, Paul had to 
speak with severe condemnation of 


‘the divisions that had arisen (I 


Cor. 3:1-4; 11:18, 19). I-do not 
want to be misunderstood today, 
and I want it clearly remembered 
that the one who\is speaking to 
you has himself been through many 
deep waters because of his faith- 
fulness to the gospel and his stand 
regarding liberty in the church in 
the denomination of which he hap- 
pens to be a member. I am not 
speaking as a coward, and I cer- 
tainly am not saying that an ec- 
clesiastical organization should be 
supported in spite of anything it 
does. Not at all! But, beloved, I 
think there is a great danger in 
the Church in this constant split- 
ting, splitting, splitting, especially 
among orthodox believers, so that 
we have a little group here and a 
little group there, and the power 
and efficiency of a great multitude 


| of believers bound together for one 


great, glorious purpose, is so tragi- 
cally lessened. It is one thing for 
a person to leave a group of peo- 
ple where the gospel is repudiated, 
but it is an altogether different 
matter for one group of people, 
sound in the great fundamentals 
of the faith, to bitterly separate 
from an original group which is 
just as sound as they are. I could 
mention names, but it is not nec- 
essary. Satan has worked havoc in 
our midst indeed. 


A third way in which Satan hin- 
ders the Church in its work is by 
corrupting it morally. We speak 
about the “purity” of the apostolic 
days, and glorious days they were, 
but the Church had not long been 
founded before two members of it, 
Ananias and Sapphira, deliberately 
lied in regard to their contribu- 
tions, and so grievous was the sin 
that God struck them dead, that 
the Church might know how wick- 
ed such falsehood was in a body 
which should have been marked by 
true holiness. In the Church at Cor- 
inth (I Corinthians 5:1, 11:21), un- 
speakable immoralities sometimes 
broke out, and men even came to 
the Lord’s table drunk. My, what a 
different story it would be if his- 
torians could always say of the 
Church in every land, and in every 
age, here is a holy body of people. 
How dark the corruptions which 
have marked the Church! Think of 
the inquisition, in the name of the 
Church, the burning of witches in 
the name of the church, the gross 
licentiousness of the Vatican in 
preceding centuries, the treachery 
and falsehoods of the Jesuits, which 
every one recognizes. Oh, the tra- 
gedy that many ministers have 
brought shame to the gospel, and 
have made the Gentiles blaspheme 
God because of their immoralities. 
Indeed, what can any one Church 
possibly do in preaching salvation 
through Jesus Christ, when it is 
itself filled with worldliness. I can 
still remember, as though it were 


yesterday, walking out one early 


Lord’s Day morning from my home 
and passing a church belonging to 
a great historic denomination, scc«- 
ing a sign on the front lawn, 
“Fashion Show, Sunday afternoon, 
July ———.” I recall when Pope Pius 
XI died two years ago, I happened 
to drive by an aristocratic Cath- 
olic Church in our city on the 
Lord’s Day, finding it draped in 
purple, but out on the front of the 
church, raised on a dias, was a 
brand new car of famous make, 
and a great sign in front of it, tell- 


‘ing all who passed by that this 


would be raffled off at a bazaar 
within two or three days. Thus the 
Church loses its testimony by these 
insidious diseases. 

Ah, but there is another way 
which Satan has of getting hold 
of the Church, and that is by plac- 
ing in-its pulpits men paid by the 
Church, robed in clerical garments, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


called by ecclesiastical terms, sit- 
ting in Church councils, who do not 
believe in the Gospel, nor that the 
Christ of the New Testament is 
the only begotten Son of God. I 
am not criticizing, but I must say 
that sometimes I am simply heart- 
broken to come in contact with fel- 
low ministers of the Gospel who 
frankly tell me that they do not be- 
lieve in blood atonement, that they 
have long ago given up preaching 
the Gospel that Wesley, and White- 
field and Spurgeon and Moody 
preached, and that they are now 
devoting their sermons to econom- 
ic and international themes. My 
dear people, no soul will ever be 
saved, ever, ever, by the preaching 
heard in any church where unbe- 
lief prevails, for how can a person 
be saved by the Gospel, when from 
year to year, the Gospel in a 
church is never proclaimed? Satan 
is perfectly willing for church 
buildings to be beautiful, for minis- 
isters to be brilliant orators, for 
crowds to come, for social work to 
be engaged in, for civic righteous- 
ness to be proclaimed, if only he 
can succeed in preventing those 
who stand in the pulpits from 
preaching the only Gospel that will 
save people from the power of sin. 


We turn for a moment, before 
coming to our last point, to one 
other aspect of Satanic opposition 
to God, found not so much in the 
Church, as among unregenerated 
men\in the world. The Apostle Paul 
tells us that Satan has blinded the 
minds of men that they might not 
believe the Gospel. This is his great 
victory today. He is the archdeceiv- 
er, he is the father of lies. He de- 
nies the truth. He sends false 
prophets, and false teachers, and 
false Christs, and seducing spirits, 
into the world. Paul, in his first 
letter to Timothy (4:1), says that 
in the latter times some shall de- 
part from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of 
demons. In his second epistle to 
Timothy, he says that men will not 
endure sound doctrine, but will ac- 
tually turn away their ears from 
the truth. Think of whole nations 
like Russia and Germany today, de- 
termined to blot out every vestige 
of Christian truth. I have been 
reading these last few days one 
of the most amazing volumes I 
have had in my hand for a long 


‘time, namely, The Revolution of 


Nihilism, by Hermann Rauschnig, 
once the President-of the Danzig 
Senate, a former friend of Hitler 
and a great power in the early days 
of the Third Reich, now a relent- 
less critic of the whole Nazi pro- 
gramme. I want to quote to you 
just one statement from Rausch- 
nig, who..is himself, I believe, a 
Christian.'““The purpose of National 
Socialism is actually the deliberate 
and systematic destruction of the 
social classes that have made his- 
tory, together with the last ves- 
tiges of their established order. The 
purpose of the National Socialist 
fight against Christianity is the to- 
tal destruction of the last and most 
deep rooted support of the forces 
of conservatism.” This vast move- 
ment organized against Christian- 
ity is not only manifest in these 
powerful nations now in revolt 
against God, but can be seen also 
in the writings of many of our 
world leaders. I honestly believe 
that outstanding haters of super- 
naturalism, who express themselves 
with the greatest bitterness in their 
antagonism toward Christianity, 
and are vicious in the denial of the 
fact of God, such as Bertrand Rus- 
sell, H. G. Wells, John Dewey, Ju- 
lian Huxley, and others who have 
such a vast following, are Satan- 
ically indwelt, or at least demon- 
possessed, and they have surely 
succeeded in ‘blinding the eyes of 
millions of men, so that today these 
men positively will not believe the 
Gospel when they hear it. Think 
of the thousands of college pro- 
fessors today who are teaching in 
such a way that, when young peo- 
ple graduate from their courses, 
they have lost every vestige of 
faith in Christian truth they ever 
had and are so confirmed in their 
antagonistic position that the 
chances are, unless an absolute 
miracle happens, that they will 
never come to a saving knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. I remem- 
ber once hearing a missionary ask 
Dr. Samuel Zwemer (who is here 
in our audience this morning), one 
of the greatest missionaries of our 
generation, how he accounted for. 
the fact that Mohammedanism was 
making more converts every year 
in Africa than all the Christian 


churches in Africa conbined were 
receiving, and why the Gospel, be- 
ing true, and filled with love and 
hope, did not immediately conquer 
wherever it was preached, instead 
of meeting with such stony opposi- 
tion. Dr. Zwemer said that the an- 
swer to these two questions could 
be expressed perfectly in one word, 
and that word, said Dr. Zwemer, 
is Satan. 


We come now to what we might 
speak of as the final attempt of 
Satan to thwart the program of 
God to save men and establish 
righteousness on earth. This is still 
in the future, for the most part. 
Do we not see, both in the pro- 
phetic scriptures and in history, as 
it is now developing, a Satanic at- 
tempt to prevent God from estab- 
lishing His Messianic kingdom on 
earth? I think, myself, that there 
are at least three ways in which 
Satan is working to prevent this 
final accomplishment of God’s eter- 
nal and unchangeable program. 
First, he is working for the de- 
struction of the Jewish people, and 
all Anti-Semitic movements are but 
the preparation for one vast Satan- 
ic attempt to crush out, by torture 
and starvation and death the very 
people who have given to the world 
a true monotheism, the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that they will not be on earth 
for the fulfillment of prophecy con- 
cerning the final restoration of 
their nation. Secondly, is it not true 
that Satan is attempting economi- 
cally to prevent the setting up of 
the Kingdom of God on earth? You 
cannot deny the fact that the great 
military powers of the world today, 
the great dictators of the earth, 
are deliberately set against God, 
especially Russia and Germany, 
and should Germany win this war, 
she will have the control of all Eu- 
ropean economic life, as Japan 
seems to be acquiring the complete 
control of economic enterprise in 
the Far East (also nationally 
speaking, a godless nation). Even 
if Germany does not win this war, 
we begin to see the possibility of 
a world economic boycott in the 
power of a person who is deliber- 
ately anti-Christian, and will ul- 
timately be Anti-Christ himself. In 
the third place, the great military 
powers of the world, in their op- 
position to the Church manifest 
their intention of destroying either 
the people of God, or the allegiance 
of those people to the Church of 
Christ. This will ultimately cli- 
max in the Battle of Armageddon, 
when Satan will lead out the mil- 
lions of those who have taken al- 
legiance to his diabolical reign in 
one final attempt to wrest from the 
very Son of God Himself that sov- 
ereign power which, thanks be to 
God, He-will never be forced to 
give up. He, our blessed Lord, must 
reign, until He hath put all things 
under His feet. 


Beloved, on whose side do you 
stand today? Are you with Christ 
or against Him? If against Him, 
you are with Satan. God forbid. 
On the side of Christ is redemp- 
tion: on the side of Satan is slav- 
ery. On the side of Christ is joy 
and peace: on the side of Satan is 
despair, and everlasting restless- 
ness. On the side of Satan, my dear 
young people, is inevitable defeat 
and doom. On the side of Christ, 
however, dark any hour may seem 
to be, is victory, eternal victory, 
everlasting righteousness, a king- 
dom that will endure forever. We 
must recognize the antagonisms of 
Satan, his subtle devices, such vic- 
tories as he has achieved, the ter- 
rible grip which he has on the 
hearts of men today, the ultimate 
power he will be able to exercise 
through the beast coming up out of 
the earth, and the beast coming up 
out of the sea, but the end is doom 
for him, and victory for the One 
whom he has always contended 
against. The day will come when 
the clouds will part, and there will 


omnipotent power and unspeakable 
glory, the Son of Man, with a 
sword in His mouth, seated on a 
white horse, with a girdle on which 
is written, “King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords,” against whom no power 
can stand, before whom every en- 
emy will fall, and He shall come 
to the throne that is rightfully 
His, and before Him every knee 
shall bow and every tongue con- 
fess that He is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. ; 

_ (Used by express permission of 
Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids. Copyrighted in Win- 


ona Echoes, 1940.) 


descend from the sky above, with/ 
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Contest 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


legibly as you can. We prefer that 
you write not over 200 words and 
as short as possible to tell what 
you want to say. Prize letters and 
other good ones will be published 
in The Sword of the Lord to en- 
courage others. 


Suggestions 

If one sermon in this book led 
to the conversion of some loved 
one, that would be the best news 
that editor and workers and read- 
ers of The Sword of the Lord could 
hear, so write and tell us about 
it. If one of the messages in “AND 
GOD REMEMBERED... .” 
straightened you out on some Bible 
doctrine, write and tell us so. Per- 
haps the chapter on “Tears in 
Heaven” got you started to win- 
ning souls. Or perhaps the chapter 
on ‘‘Where Is the Lord God of 
Elijah?” led to some great victory 
in prayer —then write and tell us 
that. Or it may be. the sermon on 
“The Torn Veil” madeé plain the 
plan of salvation and the security 
of a believer; if so, it would do 
great good for others to read your 
testimony. Perhaps the chapter on 
“Behold the Man!” made your heart 
overflow with gratitude for Christ 
because out of compassion for us 
fpoor sinners He emptied Himself 
of His glory and became a man 
to bear our weaknesses and sor- 
rows and pay for our sins so He 
can understand all of our tempta- 
tions and trials and so we can come 
to Him boldly as to a most inti- 
mate and understanding friend. Or 
perhaps the never-failing memory 
of God as taught in the chapter 
on “And God Remembered....” 
brought the best blessing with the 
sweet assurance the He can also 
forget our sins anil remember them 
no more. Or perhaps the chapter 
that blessed you more was “The 
Exceeding Abundantly Able God” 
so that your faith grew as never 
before as you read how God does 
exceeding abundantly more than 
we can ask or think, illustrated by 
passages throughout the Bible. 

At any rate, if you have read the 
book it will do you good to care- 
fully review it, write down your 
thoughts on paper, and send them 
to us. This is no drawing, no mat- 
ter of chance, but a reward of 
ei Your letter will be a bless- 

g. 
BE SURE to write your name 
and address on the same sheet of 
paper, but write any other letters 
or orders for books or subscriptions 
on a separate piece of paper. 


THIS CONTEST CLOSES WED- 
NESDAY, OCTOBER 1. Get your 
letter in as soon as possible. Read 
the book, or review it if necessary, 
and write today. 

Copies of the book, “AND GOD 
REMEMBERED....” will be sent 
postpaid for 50c or 5 copies for 
$2,00, postpaid. We guarantee the 
book to please, or you may return 
it, unmarked and undamaged, and 
get your money back. 

Write contest letters to The 
Sword of the Lord, 512 W. Frank- 
lin Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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Banquet Tickets 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


invitations. We think you will be 
wonderfully pleased with the pro- 
gram, the fellowship, the dinner, 
.and the spiritual blessings. Plan to 
bring unsaved friends and let us 
win them to Christ in this holy, 
high, spiritual tide. 

If pastors or other responsible 
Christian workers will help sell the 
tickets for us, please tell us about 
how many you will try to sell. We 
will send the tickets and instruc- 
tions to responsible people. 

Order your tickets at once for 


Write Phe Sword of the Lord, 512 
W. Franklin St., Wheaton, Illinois. 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 
For Christian Workers — 


today. 
The Scripture Witness League 
2011 Wellington Ave., Chicago, Mi. 
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